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The controversy regarding daylight-saving time has resurfaced in 2001, with many states resisting
efforts by President Vicente Fox's administration to use the time change to conserve electrical
power. Former President Ernesto Zedillo encountered significant resistance to the measure after its
introduction in 1996 (see SourceMex, 1996-01-10). Protests against the measure became especially
vocal in 1999 and 2000, when a number of governors and state legislatures launched a campaign to
repeal daylight- saving time, known in Mexico as horario de verano.
In both instances, the Zedillo administration prevailed in imposing the time change during the
summer months (see SourceMex, 1999- 04-07, 2000-03-29). Fox has taken the same stance as Zedillo,
saying that Mexico has saved almost 8.3 billion kilowatt-hours in electrical power since the measure
was implemented. The president has said the conservation measure is particularly important in light
of a potential shortage of electricity in Mexico resulting from a lack of infrastructure.
Still, Fox has recognized the issue could become a political liability, since many Mexicans oppose the
time change. To appease the public and political opponents, Fox has proposed reducing the time-
change period to five months from the previous seven months. Under Fox's plan, the time change
would go into effect the first Sunday of May and terminate the last Sunday of September. "We are
proposing to implement the measure one month later and end it one month sooner," Fox announced
in mid-January.
Mexico City mayor leads campaign against time change
But Fox's concession has failed to appease political opponents, led by Mexico City Mayor Andres
Manuel Lopez Obrador. Lopez Obrador, a member of the Partido Revolucionario Democratico
(PRD), is pressing Fox to organize a national referendum on the time change.
The referendum has gained support from several state lawmakers and governors, including the
legislatures of Oaxaca, Tabasco, Baja California Sur, Campeche, Yucatan, and Quintana Roo states.
Gov. Sergio Guerrero Mier of Durango has publicly expressed his opposition to daylight-saving
time, with a handful of other state executives expected to join the campaign against the time change.
The political opposition to daylight-saving time is not uniform, with Govs. Enrique Martinez
of Coahuila and Fernando Moreno Pena of Colima endorsing the measure. The Nuevo Leon
state legislature has also come out in support of the change. Fox has met with Lopez Obrador
in an attempt to forge a compromise, but the two leaders were unable to reach an agreement
during a breakfast meeting in late January. Neither has budged from his position, even though
Fox pledged during his presidential campaign to submit daylight-saving time to some sort of
national referendum. "The president thinks this measure favors the Mexican people, but I think the
opposite," Lopez Obrador told reporters. "We have to consult with the people. That is democracy."
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Roberto Mena, a columnist for the Mexico City English- language daily newspaper The News,
believes Fox has placed himself in a no-win situation by failing to support a referendum. "The real
danger to the Fox proposal is that if the administration backtracks it will look bad, and, if it decides
to push the plan forward, many states headed by opposition governors including the Federal District
have the Constitutional power to reject daylight-saving time," said Mena.
Private sector supports Fox's stance
The private sector has generally supported the time change, which would keep Mexico in step
with its largest trade partner, the US. "We cannot emphasize enough the importance of having the
same time as the US, the country with whom we conduct 70% of our commercial transactions," said
Jose Yamil Hallal Zepeda, president of the Confederacion de Camaras Nacionales de Comercio
(Concanaco). But some business groups in northern Mexico have raised concerns about the
president's proposal to reduce the effective period of daylight-saving time to five months.
With the reduction, the northern states would not be able to coordinate their time with the US
during April and October. "We are not pleased with the reduction proposed by Vicente Fox, since
85% of our business [in the northern states] is conducted with the US," said Alejandro Martinez
Gallardo, president of the Confederacion de Camaras Industriales (CONCAMIN). "It has been very
convenient to synchronize our time change with them."
Still, Martinez said businesses would accept Fox's compromise as a political necessity. "We
understand that the president is trying to reconcile his position with other sectors to implement
the time change," he said. (Sources: La Jornada, 01/15/01, 01/18/01; El Financiero, 01/15-18/01; El
Universal, 01/16/01, 01/18/01; Excelsior, 01/16-19/01; The News, 01/18/01, 01/19/01; CNI en Linea,
01/14/01, 01/15/01, 01/17/01, 01/20/01; Reforma, 01/15-18/01, 01/22/01; Novedades, 01/16/01, 01/17/01,
01/19/01, 01/22/01; Notimex, 01/14/01, 01/15/01, 01/20/01, 01/23/01; El Economista, 01/16-18/01,
01/24/01; The Washington Post, 01/24/01)
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